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MUNICIPAL RAILWAY PLANS ROUTE CHANGES 

The Municipal Railway ef San Francisce 
management has recemended changes in street car 
reutes as a meney-saving measure, The leng 
scheduled abandonment ef the D line and busses 
en the H and M lines head the list with busses 
en the J, K, L and NW lines nights and Sundays. 
The enly street cars that would run nights and 
Sundays under the plan would be a shuttle on 
Market Street te the West Pertal of Twin Peaks. 
Seme eppositien, even inside the City Hall, has 
arisen already. Fer details see page 3. 


CABLE CAR PURCHASE VOTED 

The veters of San Francisco have authorized 
the city te purchase the California Street Cable 
Railread Cempany preperties fer not te exceed 
$150,000. The catch is that there is no guar- 
entee that the Municipal Railway will actually 
operate the cable lines when they take ever. They 
have talked of substituting busses. 
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RAILFAN ORGANIZATION NOTES 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA R.R. CLUB: New officers for 

1950 teok office 
at the club picnic Octeber 16th at Billy Jone's 
Wild Cat Railroad at Les Gatos. Insley J. Brain, 
Sr., was installed as President with Francis Guido 
as Vice President, Richard C. Brown as Secretary, 
and Ted Gibsen as Treasurer. 


BAY AREA ELECTRIC WNew officers for 1950 will be 
installed at the annual dinner 


December 9th at the Palace Hotel with Arthur Lloyd| 


as President, Dudley Thickens as Vice President, 
Addisen Laflin as Secretary and Gerald D. Graham 
as Treasurer. 


CAL NEVADA A cerrection as te meeting place: 
Lakeview Branch Library in Oakland 
every Third Tuesday evening. 


RAILWAY & LOCO A in meeting place te 


Room of the Mills Building, 
220 Bush Street, San Francisce every Third Friday. 


EXCURSION MEETING PLANNED The officers ef the 

various railfan 
groups have scheduled a meeting December 6th to 
discuss excursion plans and dates for 1950 te 
aveid cenflicts in schedules 
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Turner Asks 
Big Shakeup 


Sweeping changes in the Munici- 
pal Railway’s routes must be made 
immediately to savé $400,000, or the 
Muni must have a fare increase, 
Util. Mgr. James H. Turner de- 
clared today. 


Following are the recommended 
changes in various lines: 

J-- CHURCH-St: This line now operates 
with street cars day and night from 30th 
and Church-sts to the Bay Bridge Tere 
minal via Church-st, Market-st, First-st. 

The recommened change—buses to be 
onerated nights. Sundays and holidays 
between 30th and Church-sts, via Church, 
24th, Dolores to 18th to Church ta 
Market-sts. 

K—INGLESIDE: This line now operates 
with street cars from Mission and Onon- 
daga via Onondaga. Ocean-av, Junipero 
Serra-blvd, West Fortal-av. Twin Peaks 
Tunnel, Market-st, First-st to Bay Bridge 
Tunnel]. Recommended change—service to 
be discontinued at night. to West Portal 
of the tunnel. Motor coaches to be oper- 
ated from Mission and Onondaga via 
present routing to the Portal, thence via 
Ulloa-st, 15th-av, Taraval-st, 46th-av to 
Fleishhacker Park. On Sundays, street 
cars to operate from St. Francis circle 
via West Portal-av, Tunnel, Market-st and 
First-st to Bay Bridge Terminal. 

L—TARAVAL-ST.: This line now op- 
erates from Fleishhacker Park via 46th- 
av, Taraval-st, 15th-av, Ulloa-st, tunnel, 
Market-st, First-st to Bay Bridge Ter- 


minal. Recommendation change — on 
nights. this service to operate with in- 
creased service, from West Portal-av 


Tunnel, Market-st, First-st to Bay Bridge 
Terminal. 

Motor coach route described in K to 
be substituted for service on westerly 
end. 

M—OCEAN VIEW: This line now op- 
erated with streetcars from Ocean View 
via Broad-st. Orizba-st, Randolph-st, 
19th-av. West PortaJ-av. tunnel. Market- 
st, First-st, Bay Bridge Terminal. 
Recommended change—bus line substi- 
tuted for this service to operate over 
Same ruote as westerly end and ter- 
minate at West Portal of Twin Peaks 
tunnel. Some increased service to be 
Placed on K line at rush hour, also 
to take care of transfers at that point. 

N—JUDAH-ST.: This line now oper- 
ates by streetcars from 48th-av and 
First-st, Bay Bridge Terminal. Recom- 
mended change. nights. Sundays and 
holidays, substitute motor coaches to 
Operate from 48th-av and Judah-st via 
Judah-st, Ninth-av, Irving-st, Carl-st, 
Cole-st, Haight-st, Market-st to Ferry 
Building. 

Line 7, discontinued after 6:30 p. m. 
weekdays and all day Sundays and holi- 
days. 
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NEW EQUIPMENT 


PLANNED FOR GN 
IN BlG PROGRAM 


Plans for complete modern- 
ization of the Great Northern’s 
passenger services between Chi- 
cago and Seattle and Dieseliza- 
tion of most of the railway’s 
trains west and south of Havre, 
Mont., by the end of 1951 were 
reported today by Frank J. 
Gavin, president. 

Orders have been placed with 
Pullman-Standard Car company 
and American Car and Foundry 
for 66 new passenger cars in addi- 
tion to 45 now under construction. 

When the new Empire Builders 
go into operation, the present 
streamliners, in service since Feb- 
ruary, 1947, will be transferred to 
the run of the Oriental Limited. 

Of particular interest in 

Spokane is the Great North- 

ern’s acquisition of additional 

Diesel locomotives, because the 

largest steam locomotive shops 

on the system are at Hillyard. 

The Great Northern now has 175 

Diesel-electric locomotives in serv- 
ice and has on order an additional 
87 units for passenger, freight and 
switching service. 








SP Prepares To Receive 


Diesel Locomotives 


ROSEVILLE (Placer Co.), Oct. 
22.—Local officials of the Southern 
Pacific Company are making ar- 
rangements in the shops, round- 
houses and the stores department 
for the maintenance of a fleet of 
four unit diesel locomotives ex- 
pected to arrive here from the 
builders next month. 

The new power will be assigned 
to through freight runson the rail 
line’s Shasta Route between here 
and Eugene, Ore. Two of the new 
engines delivered here _ several 
weeks ago are in main line serv- 
ice in the northern territory, with 
others replacing steam locomotives 
in switching service in the Rose- 
ville and Antelope yards. 





End Of El Dorado Tramway 








LUMBERING ERA ENDS—The dismantling operations of 
the connecting railroad, now in progress, means abandonment 
of the cable tramway system of transporting lumber from Pino 
Grande to Camino. The tram has been inoperative since a fire 
in March. 
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Dismantling Of Nine Mile Railroad 


CAMINO (El Dorado Co.), Oct. 
22.—Dismantling operations, now in 
progress on a nine mile connecting 
narrow gage railroad, today was 
said by Swift Berry, manager of 
the Michigan-California Lumber 
Company to mark the end of the 
huge and spectacular aerial tram- 
way over the South Fork of the 
American River as a means of 
transporting lumber. 


For almost 50 years lumber had 
been transported over this unusual 
system from the sawmill at Pino 
Grande to the drying yard and 
shipping point in Camino. 

It went by narrow gage railroad 
to the brink of the canyon. Then 
an aerial ride was taken by the 
railroad car and its load across 
half a mile of space, then nine 
more miles of winding railroad and 
high bridges to Camino 

Fire Wrecked Tramway 

The service of this high flying 
ferry, reportedly the ouly one of its 
kind-in existence, was abruptly ter- 
minated on the evening of March 
15th when the south terminal 
structure burned in a rain and 
electrical storm. A truck haul of 
almost twice the distance of the 
former railroad haul was _ estab- 
lished by the company and is con- 
tinuing in operation now. 

The original tramway, spanning 
the half mile gap 1,600 feet above 
the river, was installed and first 
operated in 1901. This, however, 
was not the beginning of the story 
of the ingenuity of the early day 
logger in this timber tract. 

Tried Driving Logs 

In 1889 a group of California men 
headed by Charles E. Livermore 
and A. J. Ralston acquired 10,000 
acres of prime pine timberland to 
the north of the present tramway 
site. From 1890 until 1899, the or- 
ganization, known as the American 
River Land and Lumber Company, 
engaged in the tremendous and 
disheartening job of iriving timber 
and logs down the fast flowing 
white water of the South Fork in 
the Spring flood periods. 

A railroad was constructed from 
the woods to the brink of the can- 
yon at the point of the present 
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tramway site. From here a mas- 
sive 3, foot log chute was built 
to the river, 1,200 feet in elevation 
below. Logs were brought. from 


the woods by railroad to this 
jumping off place and shot at ter- 
rifying speed, smoking and burning 
to the river below. 

River Triumphed 


A sawmill and box factory were 
constructed far down the river at 
Folsom. The drives and attempted 
drives continued each year... Ex- 
perienced white water men were 
imported from the river drives of 
the Great Lake States, By 1899 
they had succeeded in getting a 
few million feet of logs to the 
badm at Fa'som. It was a heart- 
sickening business though — the 
hien Spring freshet of 1899 carried 
awav 5,000.000 feet of prime. pine 


logs and scattered them, about the 
head of San Francisco Bay. 

The enterprisers were forcea to 
admit that the South Fork: of the 
American was too a for log 
driving and this stage of the opera- 
‘ion was abandoned. 


Was Bold Solution 


The following year, a new group 
headed by D McEwen, began 
wrestling with the problem. Their 
bold solution to the -problem was 
to run a cable from the head of 
the log chute directly across the 
canyon and to ‘swing the lumber 
across. From here it was a compara- 
tively simple problem to construct 
sailroad to Camino and from’ there 
to tie -into the Southern Pacific 


railroad in Placerville. Thus a 
steam driven installation was con- 
structed and commenced operation 
in 1901. 

It consisted of two parallel 
cables with a 3,000 foot span, an- 
chored at each end in rock. On 
these lines was suspended a wheeled 
contrivance called tne cage, which 
ferried one car of lumber at a time 
across the canyon. This spectacular 
installation operated until 1928 
when it was replaced with a more 
modern electrically operated aerial 
tramway. It is this latter installa- 
tion which burned, thereby ending 
an era in El Dorado County lum- 
bering wherein the old time log- 
gers were confronted with the im- 
possible but did the job anyway. 














Oroville Dam Project Perils 
Feather River Scenic Route 
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Proposed Oroville Dam on the North Fork of the Feather River will 

flood miles of the scenic Feather River Route of the Western 

Pacific Railroad. The new route is shown above, left. Also shown 

are the reservoir area (shaded) and Big Bend power plant of the 

P. G. & E., which will be flooded out and locations of formerly 

proposed Bidwell Bar and Big Bend Dams, which the new proiect 
will supplant. 
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WP Would Relocate 
Feather River Line 


By Vernon O'Reilly 

There’s an old saying that you 
can’t make an omelette without 
breaking eggs. Neither, in this day 
of river development in California, 
can you build a project like. the 
proposed giant Oroville Dam.on the 
Feather River, without uprooting 
some existing pretty important 
works of man. 


Shasta Reservoir also inundated 
37 miles of Southern Pacific Rail- 
way, Pitt River railroad and high- 
way bridges and several miles of 
U. S. 99, main arterial linking Cali- 
fornia and Oregon. 


No Exception to Rule 


The Oroville Dam, agreed upon 
recently by the U. S. Bureau of 


Reclamation, U. S. Army Corps of. 


Engineers and the California State 
Department of Public Works, will 
be no exception to the rule. 

The three-million-acre-foot stor- 
age reservoir will submerge nearly 
30 miles of the. Western Pacific 
Railway’s Feather River route, in- 
cluding 12 to 15 miles of the famous 
Feather River Gorge scenic won- 
derland. It will also inundate Pa- 
cific Gas & Electric Co.’s Big Bend 
power plant, first hydroelectric 
plant built on the Feather River, 
and tens of miles of main highway 
and county roads. 


Scenic Splendor to Dim 


Western Pacific engineers today 
said its main line up the Feather 
River will have to be relocated to 
pass west of Table Mountain, link- 
ing with the existing route above 
what is called the big bend in the 
North Fork of the Feather 


The route winds along the river 
bed in the knife-like gorge, the 
brawling North Fork of the Feather 
foaming at the very edges- of the 
roadbed, mighty peaks towering 
above. Where the railroad now 
winds will be explorable only to 
fish that plumb green depths if the 


The Western Railroader @ Page Seven 





dam is built. Unless, of course, 
Western Pacific installs submarine 
service with glass-hbottomed, in- 
stead of glass-topped, coaches. 
The railroad will leave the river 
north of Oroville winding through 
rocky gorges and clinging to pre- 
cipitous mountainsides along the 
lava feet of Table Mountain’s west; 
ern and northern flanks. It will 


rejoin its present gorge route at 
a point north of the upper tip of 
Oroville Reservoir, near the site 
of the present diversion dam of 
P. G. & E. which shoots water into 
a tunnel to be carried under a 
southeasterly spur of Table Moun- 
tain to the penstocks which serve 
the turbines at Big Bend power- 
house. 


800-FOOT CLIMB 

Because of the elevation of the 
water backed up by the new dam, 
the railroad will have to climb 
from Oroville’s approximate 200- 
foot elevation to more than 1000 
feet at the new junction point 
with the gorge route. Present 
mountain grades of the road are 
held to 1 per cent. 

In curving gorge routings, grades 
must be even less due to the fric-. 
tion load which builds up on 
sharper loops. .This means the rise 
must be not more than 50 feet to 
the mile, say Western Pacific en- 
gineers. They estimate roughly (no 
surveys have as yet been made) 
that more than 30 miles of line 
must be built between Oroville and 
the gorge junction point to keep 
grades to an acceptable minimum. 

The route west and north of 
Table Mountain will require the 
gia type of railroad construc- 

on. 


NEW TUNNELS NEEDED 


While the present route has five 
tunnels and several bridges, the 
new route will involve much more 
tunnel mileage and more and 
larger bridges to span the numer- 
ous canyons over which it must 
be spun. The lava tailings spilling 
down from the flat crest of Table 
Mountain make the most difficult 
kind of excavation work, the engi- 
neers assert. 

And once the new road is built, it 
will be years before it “seasons” 
to the stability of the present road- 
bed. 
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The Hetch Hetchy Railroad has outlived its usefulness. It has been sold for scrap. 
But time was, some 30 years ago, when it was a huffing, puffing vital piece of 
property -built by the City of San Francisco to haul heavy equipment and material 
for construction of O'Shaughnessy Dam. which impounds most of San Francisco's 
water supply. Photo at left was taken Aug. 7, 1918, at the Groveland shops, where 
the trains were serviced and repaired. Right, train, loaded with construction ma- 
terial, as it rumbled over the Tuolumne River trestle 6n May 10, 1919. But now the 
work is ended and the equipment is not needed. 
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Jown Tracks to Oblivion 


Highway to Replace 
Hetch Hetchy Line 


GROVELAND (Tuolumne Coun- 
ty), Nov. 8—One cf-the West’s most 
picturesque raitroads will eat away 
a few more miles of its tracks dur- 
ing the coming weeks as it backs 
down the road to oblivion. 

The famed Hetch Hetchy has 
been doomed by engineering prog- 
ress—progress that invented gears 
to pull trucks up steep grades to 
invade the Hetch Hetchy’s exclu- 
sive domain. 

The little mountain railroad, al- 
most one continuous curve which 
literally was pasted on the edge of 
sheer cliffs for more than half of 
its 68 miles, hasn't been used much 
in the past 10 years and not at all 
in the last two. 

SOLD FOR SCRAP 

So its owner, the City of San 
Francisco, sold it for scrap—rail, 
tie and equipment. Once the rails 
and ties are ripped up, the road- 
bed will be converted to a modern’ 
highway. 

And the ancient engines and flat 
cars which for nearly 30 years 
puffed up the grades as no ve- 
hicle could, are quickening the rail- 
road’s end. They’re cannibalizing 
the line out of existence by carry- 
ing its ows body to the junk yard. 

But, rail taus sighed today, the 
Hetch Hetchy ws quite a railroad 
in its day. It was built in 1917 to 
haul supplies and passengers to San 
Francisco’s power and light dam in 
the rugged Stanislaus Forest. And 
right from the start fans from all 
over the U. S. and visitors to Yo- 
semite National Park swarmed over 
the little picture post card line. 
CONSTRUCTION MARVEL 

They marveled at its construc- 
tion over perilous gorges and at 
‘the spectacular scenery of the up- 
per Tuolomne River Canyon. 
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And they smiled at the pictur- 
esque station names along the way 
—Six-Bit Guich, Rattlesnake, 
Chinese Station, Second Hanging, 
Hog Ranch and Moccasin. 

There were thrils and’ runaways 
“in the early days For then the 
locomotives were operated by the 
same hell-bent éugineers who 
pushed the railroad through the 
steep and rugged granite sections 
of the Sierra. 

Ore of the worst runaways was 
an eight-car train of lumber which 
plunged down, a steep gorge into 
the river. 

But later the accident rate was 
considered amazingly low for the 
grades and hairpin turns. 

The railroad was placed on 
standby duty in 1942. The last pas- 
sengers to ride over it were Mem- 
bers of the Railway and Locomo- 
tive Historical Society’s tour in 
1947. 

sue Purdy Co., a Chicago rail- 
way equipment and steel products 
company, bought the railroad and 
also had to buy a rail straightener. 


Most of the 7000 tons of 60-pound 
rails needed straightening, but 
otherwise are in excellent shape. 
The company probably will ship 


them to South America or India. 

Most of the equipment is to be 
scrapped. It already was old when 
bought in 191” One of the addest 
pieces of equipment still running 
is a 1905 White bus converted to a 
Station wagon on rails. 

The dismantling job will be com- 
pleted by Jan. 15. After that the 
Hetch Hetchy will be just a mem- 
ory among rail fan clubs—and per- 
haps some of the passengers who 
loved to ride it. 
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Plans for the British Columbia 
and Dominion governments and 
Canadian railroads to arrange a 
450-mile extension of the Pacific 
Great Eastern Railway were out- 
lined yesterday by John Hart, for- 
mer premier of British Columbia 
and still president of the P. G. E. 
This might serve as the first step 
for a railroad connecting the 
United States and Alaska. 

The British Columbia provincial 
government owns the P. G. E. 
which operates from Squamish, on 
Howe Sound, a short distance 
north of Vancouver, B. C., north- 
erly to Quesnel, about 300 miles. 
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The proposed extension would 
earry the line about 250 miles 
farther north, to Finlay Forks, 
and then nearly 200 miles easterly 
to Dawson Creek. The cost prob- 
ably would be upward of $40,000,- 
000. 


The immediate purpose of the 
proposed extension would be to 
tap rich coal deposits in the vicinity 
of Hudson Hype, about half-way 
between Finlay Forks and Dawson 
Creek. 


An extension from Finlay Forks, 
following the relatively easy Rocky 
Mountain trench route, could carry 
the rail lines through northern 
British Columbia and the Yukon 
Territory into Alaska. 
































SOUTHERN PACIFIC NEWS 

Roster Changes for September, 1949 

6008, 6009 and 6010 all Alce 6000 hp diesels 
went inte service at El Paso en 9/2, 9/12 and 
9/ 12 respectively. 


1658 2-6-0 vacated at Eugene, Ore., 9/21/49 


2510 2-8-0 " El Paso, Tex., 9/19/49 
21. * " " 9/19/49 
26,0 8 " Bakersfield 9/6/49 
2929 h-8-0 t) Albany, Ore., 9/6/49 
2943 " " Sacramente Shops 9 L9 
312h heb-2 " Brooklyn, Ore., 9/21/49 


Leased to T&NO: 3725, 3737, 6105 and 6106 
Returned from Northwestern Pacific 2943 9/6/49 
Returned frem S,P.de Mexice 3462 on 9/27/49 


Additional streamlined equipment has been 
added to the S.P.'s "Overland" in the form of 
four new streamlined dining cars. Two oval- 
ended streamlined parler ebservations have been 
added te the "Overland" between Oakland Pier and 
Rene fer the ride over the Sierras. They are 
prebably frem the Neen Daylight as the Starlight 
dees net carry an ebservatien. 


WALLA WALLA VALLEY RAILWAY TO GO DIESEL 


The Walla Walla Valley Railway will spend 
more than $350,000 this winter in impreving the 
line and cenverting te diesel eperatien. One 
100=-ten diesel will ge inte service in December 
and twe more will be added later. 

The heavier diesels will require impreved 
right ef way en the 1, miles ef main line between 
Walla Walla and Milten and the 44 mile branch te 
Yellew Hawk and the Baker-Langden erchards. 
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WESTERN PACIFIC RUBY JUBILEE 

The fertieth anniversary ef the last spike 
en the Western Pacific Railread was celebrated 
Nevember lst when a ruby spike was driven en the 
bridge at Spanish Creek, near Keddie, The 
stpeamlined "Califernia Zephyr", engine 94, ene 
ef the eriginal engines en the W.P., with a 
cenventienal train, and the R&LHS "Genea" with 
an eld epen-end cembinatien car teek part in the 
ceremeny . 


DIESEL ROAD SWITCHER ON NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC 
Seuthern Pacific 5204, a 1500 h.p. Baldwin 

diesel-electric read switcher is new in use en } 

the Nerthwestern Pacific between Eureka and Willits. | 


HETCH HETCHY RAILCAR ACQUIRED BY RAILFAN 

Hetch Hetchy Railread rail-bus 19 has been 
acquired by Al Rese and has been run te Hetch 
Hetchy Junctien. 


OAKLAND RAIL REMOVALS CONTINUE 

Key Transit Lines centinues te remove street 
car rails in Oakland and Berkeley with the Webster 
Street trackage in Oakland—ence used by beth Key 
and the S.P. electrics—being tern up recently. 
In Berkely the Alcatraz and University Avenue 
tracks were recently remeved and the current pre- 
ject is Greve Street. BAERA 


NORTHWEST NOTES: The Milwaukee Read's OLYMPIAN 
HIAWATHA is new hauled by 
straight electric lecemetives en the electric f 
sectien instead ef diesels al] the way as eriginally) 
The Umpquah River Navigatien Cempany is eperating 
the Ceast Redweed gas electric at Reedspert, the 


line alse has a shay, but it is reperted seld. 
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